
Table 1. The Variables of Interest for Nationalism Scales (using ISSP National Identity data) 

 
Dimension of 

Nationalism 
Questions/variables Choice of Responses 

National 

identity 

Some people say the following things are important for being (e.g. 

truly Hungarian). Others say they are not important. How important 

do you think each of the following is …  

1. … to have been born in (R’s country)?  

2. … to have (R’s country) citizenship?  

3. … to have lived in (R’s country) for most of one’s life?  

For all three questions: 

1. Very important      

2. Fairly important      

3. Not very important      

4. Not important at all  

 

National 

consciousness 

Some people say the following things are important for being (e.g. 

truly Hungarian). Others say they are not important. How important 

do you think each of the following is …  

1. … to be able to speak (R’s country dominant language(s))?  

2. … to respect (R’s country’s) political institutions and laws?  

3. … to feel (e.g. Hungarian)?  

For all three questions: 

1. Very important      

2. Fairly important      

3. Not very important      

4. Not important at all  

 

Patriotism 

How proud are you of (R’s country) in each of the following?  

1. The way democracy works. 

2. Its political influence in the world. 

3. (R’s country) economic achievements. 

4. Its social security system. 

For all four questions: 

1. Very proud  

2. Somewhat proud  

3. Not very proud  

4. Not proud at all  

National pride 

How much do you agree or disagree with the following statements?  

1. I would rather be a citizen of (R’s country) than of any other 

country in the world.  

2. The world would be a better place if people from other countries 

were more like the people in (R’s country).  

3. Generally (R’s country) is a better country than most other 

countries. 

For all three questions: 

1. Agree strongly  

2. Agree  

3. Neither agree nor disagree  

4. Disagree  

5. Disagree strongly  

National 

superiority 

How much do you agree or disagree with the following statements:  
1. (R’s country) should limit the import of foreign products in order 

to protect its national economy.  

2. (R’s country) television should give preference to (R’s country) 

films and programmes. 

For both questions: 

1. Agree strongly  

2. Agree  

3. Neither agree nor disagree  

4. Disagree  

5. Disagree strongly 

Xenophobic 

nationalism 

How much do you agree or disagree with each of the following 

statements?  

1. Immigrants increase crime rates. 

2. Immigrants are not generally good for (R’s country’s) economy? 

(Reverse coded from ‘generally good’) 

3. Immigrants take jobs away from people who were born in (R’s 

country).  

4. Immigrants do not make (R’s country) more open to new ideas 

and cultures. (Reverse coded from ‘make country more open’) 

For all four questions: 

1. Agree strongly  

2. Agree  

3. Neither agree nor disagree  

4. Disagree  

5. Disagree strongly 

 


